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Theology of Poverty (INST 662)
School of Leadership and Development
Campolo College, Eastern University
(While this syllabus is a “contract” between professor and student, it may be subject to change based
on discussion between students and professor.)
.
GENERAL INFORMATION
•

Drick Boyd

•

Associate Professor, Urban Studies

•

(O) 267-440-3511
(Cell) -484-832-7477,
(Email) dboyd@eastern.edu
Office : Falls Center, #224

•

•

Course # INST 662 – Theology of
Poverty

•

Fall 2010, Thursdays 9:30 am – 12
noon

•

Three credits

•

Course Prerequisites: None

COURSE DESCRIPTION
The purpose of this course is to equip students who are international and urban development
practitioners with the ability to reflect biblically, theologically and historically about their vocation and
the challenges of poverty that they encounter. As an introductory level course, its intent is to raise
issues from a theological perspective that will be analyzed more fully in subsequent courses from the
perspective of social scientific research and practice. Social scientific perspectives will also be
utilized in this course to the extent that they contribute to evangelical and ecumenical theological
reflection about poverty and development in the diverse contexts of development practitioners.
CORE COMPETENCIES
The economic development program intentionally partners with students to build competency in thirtyone crucial skills. This Theology of Poverty course targets competency in nine of those skills –
numbers one to four are major competencies and numbers five to nine are minor competencies. A
graduate of Eastern University’s development programs will:
1. Describe the different theories regarding the causes and responses to poverty and how they
inform policy and practice to address this challenge.
2. Articulate and implement the theories, methods, and practice of holistic community
transformation.
3. See a deepening of their understanding of and commitment to becoming more holy.
4. Be able to articulate their faith with a wide variety of developmental issues, especially poverty.
5. Articulate the wide range of macroeconomic theory and policies and their alternatives as
applied to developing countries and actors.
6. Outline the important sectors in development, such as health, the environment, agriculture,
etc. Articulate and engage in the sectors of relief, microfinance and “business as mission.”
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7. Describe the theory and evolution of the field and practice of advocacy and public policy and
create advocacy plans for particular issues relating to development.
8. Practice peace-making, dialog, conflict management and managing conflict.
9. Communicate effectively and persuasively in writing through synthesis and critical analysis,
and verbally in presentations and public speaking
All courses in the development programs, including Theology of Poverty, build on the following two
competencies, so that each student will:
1. Organize, assess, and evaluate, facets of issues and problems quickly and in a clear and
concise manner in a way that gets at the fundamental assumptions and roots that underpin
them; identify own biases and research and identify alternative or opposing viewpoints to
inform this process; use these abilities to engage in effective problem solving and dialogue in a
way that is committed to the biblical notion of wisdom, truth seeking and building relationships.
(This competency addresses critical thinking).
2. See a deepening of their understanding and a maturation of the practice of their faith over the
course of the program with a special emphasis on justice and service to the poor as per
Christ’s passion. (This competency addresses the integration of faith and life).
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES
By the end of this course, students should be able to…
•
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

•
•
•
•

Articulate a biblical theology of poverty in both depth and breadth.
Develop experience in theological thinking in a variety of new areas.
Appreciate radical biblical responses to poverty issues.
Describe how a theology of poverty relates to one’s own personal calling and ministry.
Apply biblical, theological, and historical insights to reflect upon and respond to real-life
situations as a missions practitioner.
Articulate one’s own perspective in light of diverse Christian perspectives on poverty and
development in order to more effectively collaborate with Christians of diverse backgrounds or
even members of other faiths in development projects.
Utilize insights gained in this course to continue to reflect on the challenge of poverty and
urban development throughout a lifetime of experience.
REQUIRED TEXTS
Christian, Jayakumar (1999). God of the Empty-Handed: Poverty, Power and the Kingdom of
God Monrovia, CA: MARC. ISBN: 1-887983-13-9. [This book is out of print and is provided to
the students as digital, PDF files].
Corbett, Steve & Fikkert, Brian (2009). When Helping Hurts: How to Alleviate Poverty Without
Hurting the Poor…And Yourself. Chicago: Moody Publishers. ISBN: 978-0—8024-5705-9
Freire, Paulo (1970/2000). Pedagogy of the Oppressed. Maryknoll: NY: Orbis Books. ISBN:
978-0826412768
Groody, Daniel (2007). Globalization, Spirituality and Justice. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books,
ISBN: 978-1-57075-696-2.
Gutierrez, Gustavo (1984/2003). We Drink From Our Own Wells, 20th Anniversary Edition.
Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books. ISBN 1-57075-496-9
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•
•
•

Kidder, Tracy (2003). Mountains Beyond Mountains. New York: Random House. ISBN: 978-08129-8055-4. [This book is also available electronically through Warner Library’s E-brary]
Thurman, Howard (1949/1976). Jesus and the Disinherited. Boston: Beacon Press. ISBN:
978-0-8070-1029-7
In addition there will a number of required readings posted on the Blackboard site

COURSE OVERVIEW
This course is an examination of the biblical and theological principles that provide a frame of
reference for the participation of Christians in actions of accompanying and service to poor persons
and communities. Theological and biblical sources are explored taking into account contemporary
questions that come from practical efforts to integrate Christian faith with economics in a global
situation of disparity between wealthy and poor nations. This course seeks to bring together material
from theology and the social sciences in order to help Christian persons and organizations to act in a
relevant and transforming way as they respond to the challenges of poverty in the 21st century.
Through this seminar, this course seeks to address three basic themes. These themes incorporate all
assignments and activities in the class.
1. Who are the poor? What is poverty?
2. What is theology?
3. What is a theology of poverty? What is God’s word to, for and from the poor?
This syllabus is a working document and therefore subject to change through either initiative of the
students or the instructor, and mutually agreed upon by all involved in the course. In this course we
will follow the praxis-reflection-dialogue-conscientization model outlined by Freire in Pedagogy of the
Oppressed. As such the student will be expected to reflect on past and present experiences in the
context of the course, and to engage in ongoing dialogue with others involved in the class. Students
are expected to come to class prepared to offer their insights and expertise on the subjects discussed.
The success of the overall learning experience is contingent upon a willingness of all to be both
teachers and learners in the classroom.
Other Course Expectations:


All assignments are expected on the date assigned. Late papers will not be accepted except at
the instructor’s discretion.



All papers should be double-spaced, 12 point font (Calibri or Times New Roman) unless
otherwise specified. Papers should be submitted electronically through the course Blackboard
site.



Each student is responsible for reading the entire syllabus, and all course materials. However,
if you need some clarification, please ask.



The instructor will make every attempt to respond promptly to your questions within 24-48
hours.

Who is your instructor?
While many people call me Dr. Boyd or Professor Boyd, please feel free to call me Drick. I have been
teaching At Eastern University since 1997 in both the School of Management Studies and the Masters

of Urban Studies program. For this course I bring 16 years of pastoral experience and 30 years of
involvement and commitment to addressing urban issues. As for my teaching philosophy, I am
committed to the idea of a democratic classroom where students have significant say in how a class is
conducted, as well as significant responsibility for making sure the class is a success. Therefore, I
expect to learn many things from you, as I hope you can learn from me. Thus, as we go through the
course together, I welcome your feedback, input and advice, as to how we can make this an
enjoyable learning experience for all of us. Also, please feel free to contact me by email or phone, or
stop by my office, whether it is related to the course or on other matters. I look forward to getting to
know you better.
COURSE POLICIES & PROCEDURES
Attendance Policy:
Students are expected to attend and participate each week of the course. In the event of an
emergency, students should contact the instructor as soon as possible to explain the situation. If a
situation persists that requires multiple absences, the student should contact the professor to make
alternate arrangements. Unexcused absences will adversely affect a student’s grade in the course.
Copies of Course Assignments: Students are responsible for retaining a copy(ies) of all materials
submitted for grading. If a paper or project is misplaced or lost in transition, the student must provide a
substitute copy upon request.
Academic Dishonesty: The student is responsible to become familiar with acceptable standards for
research and documentation and to abide by them. The definition of academic dishonesty and its
penalties are defined and articulated in the CCGPS Catalog.
University Policies:
•

All university policies pertaining to academic dishonesty, drop/add procedures, and grade
appeals should be followed by students enrolled in this class.

•

Consult the appropriate catalog (graduate or undergraduate) or ask your director if you have
questions about any of these university policies.

•

There are to be no "unauthorized" students or guests invited into any classroom without
permission of the instructor. This policy is interpreted to include children of students.

Policy for Students with Disabilities:
If you have any documented special educational needs, you are encouraged to work with the Cushing
Center for Counseling and Academic Support to prepare a written request for the accommodations
you need in this course. To receive accommodations in this course, the professor must receive a
written request from CCAS at the beginning of the course, or as soon as the disability is diagnosed.
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Emergency and Closing Information
The administration of each university program makes closing decisions based on weather conditions
at their respective locations. The decision to open late, close early, or cancel classes will be
announced using school code 1045, which applies to sites at Falls Center, 18th & JFK, 4th & Market
& Nueva Esperanza, on the following information outlets:
•

KYW news radio, 1060 AM
•
•

•

KYW-TV3

www.KYW1060.com.

The School’s main phone number: 215-769-3100

Blackboard
All assignments, course materials, readings and grades will be posted on a Blackboard site
established for this course. In order to access the site, students should make sure they know their
Eastern University username and password. If you do not know your username and password, please
contact Mr. Alvin Wong (awong2@eastern.edu)
Communication/ Email
Outside of class, I will be communicating with you via your Eastern University email address.
Therefore, you should check your Eastern email several times each week. I encourage you to submit
your research papers to me via email, as I will be able to return them to you more quickly that way if
you do.
PHILOSOPHY OF GRADING
Grading:
Scale: 93-100% of points possible = A
90-93%
A88-90%
B+
82-88%
B
80-82%
B78-80%
C+
72-78%
C
70-72%
C69% and below
F
Graduate- Level learning:
Theoretical knowledge of concepts relevant to a subject or discipline
Ability to appropriately apply theoretical concepts to real life situations
Ability to communicate in both written and spoken forms how, what, and why one applies
concepts in the way one does
A demonstrated mastery of the ability to assimilate information and to think critically about the
implications
The ability to apply information to practical situations to arrive at practical solutions

Grades:
Are a form of feedback
Assume a certain set of standards for work submitted in class
A reflection on the quality of work submitted relative to the standards set
Professor’s role
To set and clarify the standards
To do what I can to help students reach those standards
To provide feedback on the quality of work submitted relative to the standards
Four dimensions of graduate level learning
1. Writing: The ability to communicate effectively in a written format: essays, reports, memos,
email, online discussion forum
2. Spoken communication: the ability to communicate effectively in a oral manner: speeches,
small group/teams, class discussions
3. Content knowledge: an intellectual grasp of concepts and knowledge areas presented in a
course
4. Thinking: The ability to mentally process concepts and ideas in a critical and creative manner
at the highest cognitive levels (according to Bloom’s taxonomy)
a. Lower order thinking: recall, basic comprehension
b. Mid-level thinking: application, synthesis
c. Higher level thinking: synthesis, judgment/evaluation
A= Exceptional work
-

-

Writing is crisp, concise, clear and engaging and grammatically clear
Spoken communication is clear, ordered, engaging and easy to follow
Content knowledge indicates that a complete understanding of concepts relative to the
subject. Student can fully answer all aspects of questions posed or concerns raised in a
rubric
Cognitive abilities demonstrate evidence of superior levels of critical thinking, creativity,
and integration of concepts with real life experience and issues

B = Good work
-

Writing is clear, easy to follow, and with few grammatical errors, none major
Spoken communication is ordered, and clearly understood
Content knowledge indicates a grasp of basic concepts relative to a topic; Student fully
addresses all answers to questions or concerns in a rubric
Thinking shows evidence of critical reflection, and the integration of concepts with real life
experiences and issues

C= Adequate work
-

Writing is understandable, may have at least one major grammatical error, but reader is
still able to follow the writer’s basic argument or point.
Spoken communication is lacks clarity and order at certain key points, though overall
message is understandable
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-

-

Content knowledge indicates a basic understanding of the major concepts and terms
relative to a subject. Student answers all questions and concerns in a rubric at a minimal
level
Thinking reflects a conceptual understanding of topics, but not necessarily clear integration
or critical thinking

F= Failing work
-

Major writing concerns exhibited; meaning of writer extremely difficult to discern
Spoken communication is extremely difficult to understand
Content knowledge indicates no understanding of topic. Student does no address
concerns and questions in a rubric
No evidence of thought or effort discernible

I - Incomplete
W - Withdrawn
WF - Withdrawn Failing
P - Passing (A, B, C, or D work done)
NC - No Credit (Does not carry academic penalty

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS
All assignments will be submitted electronically via Blackboard, unless otherwise indicated by the
professor. All assignments are due no later than the start of class, unless otherwise noted.
Summary of Assignments
ASSIGNMENT
Reading Reflections &
Class Participation
Case Study
Community Observation
Community Exegesis
Response
Student Led Seminar
(Group Project)
Integrative Project
Total Possible Points

DUE DATE
Each Class period

TOTAL POSSIBLE
POINTS
300 (25 points/ session)

Sept 9
October 7
October 21

100
100
100

Proposal: October 28
Presentations: November
11 & 18
Proposal: November 4
Final Project: December 7

150

250
1000

Reading Reflections & Class Participation (25 points per class; 300 points total)
By Wednesday 12 noon prior to each class period, the student should submit a 2-3 page
reflection on the assigned reading for that day. The reflection should NOT be a summary, but rather a
reflection on the significant insights learned through the reading, questions raised by the reading, and
suggestions for discussion in class. The professor will use these reflections as a basis for discussion
in class. Students are then expected to share their reflections in class. Class Participation is evaluated
on the basis of the following criteria:
a. Content Knowledge: Does the student’s comments show evidence of understanding of the
assigned reading?
b. Quality of comment: Does the student’s comments show thought and creativity?
c. Contribution to the overall discussion: Does the student’s comments build on and relate to
the comments of others?
d. Frequency: How often does the student participate in both large and small group
discussions? (This is the least important element in relationship to the other two.)
In the event that a class must be cancelled due to weather or other unforeseen circumstances, the
class will be made up via Blackboard discussion.
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Case Study (3-5 pages; single spaced – Due Session 3; 100 points)
A case study is intended to promote collaborative dialogue among class participants to ‘unpack’ the
theological and missiological issues at stake. Thus, future users of the case study will practice
theological thinking in relation to the case presented.
Reflect upon your past or current work experience in a community or in other aspects of your life
experience. Write a 3-5 page (single-spaced) case study describing a personal experience with
poverty. This case should raise questions for you about God, the church, or God’s mission in the
world as it relates to poverty. On a final page (thus, in addition to the 3-5 pages required), list separate
discussion questions that could engage an actual class and perhaps direct reflection to productive
outcomes. In the writing of the case try to help the reader see the dilemma(s) you felt while going
through the experience.
There is a sample case study, ‘Of Debts and Dowries” by Katherine Oswald and a guide to writing
case studies, “Writing Cases” posted on Blackboard Pay close attention to these guidelines and
follow them in writing up your case.
Case studies may be used in class as the basis for discussion of given topics in the course. Which
case studies will be used and when will be determined by the instructor. If a student’s case study is
chosen for discussion, he/she will be notified ahead of time, and will be asked to give a brief
background and overview of the case.
Rubric for this assignment will be provided on the Blackboard course site.
Community Observation (4-6 pages, Due Session 6; 100 points)
Write a 4-6 page paper detailing your observations of a stressed community in which poverty is
prevalent. The stressed community will be one of your choosing that you will visit during the sixth
class period. In addition the student should consult the 2000 census data, to get an overview of the
demographic and socioeconomic condition of the community. This paper is not meant to be an
analysis, but rather a description of the community as perceived by the student.
The paper should include the following
1. Clear identification of the community including geographical boundaries,
streets and zip code
2. A description of the community by way of the student’s observation
including such things as the kinds of people and their activities, the
nature and condition of buildings, community art and artifacts, significant
spaces (parks, schools, churches, etc), and other general impressions.
3. A summary of basic data on the community available through the US
Census. This data can be found at the following websites:
 The US Census Bureau - www.census.gov
 The “Factfinder” tool on the Census Bureau web site http://factfinder.census.gov
 Findings from these sources should not comprise more
than one page of the paper.
4. Reflections and evaluation of what you observed particularly as it
pertains to any insights you may have gained about poverty,

economically stressed communities and the people who live in such
communities. Where appropriate you may refer to readings from class or
other sources.
A Rubric for this assignment is provided at the end of this syllabus and on the Blackboard course site.
Community Exegesis (8-10 pages; Due Session 9; 100 points)
Students will be asked to reflect theologically on the community they have observed (Session 6). The
purpose of this paper is to apply and relate biblical and theological concepts to the community
observed. A biblical theology is a “message from and about God” for a particular community based
on an understanding of Scripture in its redemptive, historical and cultural context. Thus, your theology
will be based on your critical understanding of Scripture integrated with a sociological analysis of the
particular country or neighborhood. Your paper should begin with an analysis of the key historical,
social, political, economic and cultural factors impacting a particular nation/community. Based on that
analysis, you are to develop a theological analysis and response to those sociological factors. The
paper should contain at least two key theological concepts that provide a basis for your Theology of
the Community. Be sure to answer the following questions in your paper:
• What are the key economic, political and sociological factors or themes impacting your chosen
community?
• What evidence is there in this community of God’s present activity?
• What is God’s response to the needs and challenges in this community?
• What response is being called for from the Christian community both in the community and
outside of it?
A Rubric for this assignment is provided at the end of this syllabus and on the Blackboard course site.
Student Led Seminars (Proposal Due Session 10; Presented Sessions 12 & 13; 150 points)
One of the best ways to learn is through participation and through teaching rather than being taught.
Therefore, students will sign up in small groups and will teach a seminar during the course of our
study together. They will lead a session of 45-60 minutes on a theological topic or an issue of their
choice, as it relates to poverty. Students will prepare a list of 2-3 learning objectives for the session
and a list of 2-3 articles for classmates and professor to read. This reading list will be provided the
class session previous to the student’s seminar. Then, during the seminar the student will engage the
class in content presentations, discussions, etc. Students will also grade one another on their
seminars. The professor will provide a rubric as the time approaches for the student seminars. At the
time of the seminar, students will submit presentation notes to the professor. While these may be
informal in format, they must still display the student’s expertise.
The Instructor’s rubric for this assignment is provided at the end of this syllabus and on the
Blackboard course site. Student Rubrics will be provided on the day of the presentation.
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Integrative Project (15-20 pages; Due Tuesday, December 7; 250 points)
This is an opportunity for you to be a theologian investigating issues and themes relating to poverty.
This is also your chance to do one of your most refined and structured assignments for this course.
Students are able to choose from three options (described below) or may propose an alternative at
the approval of the instructor. Regardless of the option chosen, all students must…
1. Choose a topic related to poverty either domestically or internationally
2. Provide detailed expert analysis of the issue from a variety or reliable sources
3. Demonstrate an ability to analyze an issue theologically and offer a clear response based on
sound Biblical analysis and theological reasoning
4. Must consult a number of sources, including 8 sources beyond readings assigned for class.
5. Provide a proposal to the instructor outlining the student’s intended topic for the project.
Proposal: First, submit a 1-2 paragraph proposal for feedback. The proposal should answer the
following questions:
a) What topic have you chosen or what type of project will you do?
b) Why have you chosen it?
c) What do you hope to accomplish?
(Technically, you do not have to stick to the original idea. However, changing plans may not be
advisable. Doing a proposal encourages theoretical thinking and advance planning).
Option 1: Five session seminar on Christianity and Poverty
The student will design a five session seminar/workshop for members of your local church or some
other group with whom you are associated. The curriculum outline should be single-spaced with
some blank lines so as to separate sections of the outline. The project must have the following
components and be sufficiently detailed so that the instructor can easily envision how the details of
each one-hour class session will proceed.
For each week, the following components must be identified in the seminar design. In writing this
project, simply identify in outline format (A, B, C, D, etc.) the following components.
A. Theme of lesson: Here you would identify the general theme you hope to discuss in the
class. Include here any Bible references you would want to have read in the class to help orient the
class participants to the biblical basis of the study.
B. Goal of the lesson: Complete the following sentence: ‘By the end of this course the class
participant will be able to…’ Try to make this goal as specific as possible so that you will have a
sense of whether the goal has been achieved. Being able to evaluate a project is as important in
Christian education as it is in community development work!
C. Plans for Teaching: What will you do first? Second? Third? List these out (1., 2., 3., etc.)
in considerable detail. What activities will you utilize to help class participants ‘get it?’ Estimate how
long each general activity for the session will last. Think creatively about ways you can teach things
without lecturing. Some lecture is fine but try to minimize the extent that you depend on it. You could,

for example, write out a particular selection from a book you read for the course and encourage class
participants to discuss that selection. Try to encourage story-telling of when class participants might
have experienced something related to the class topic at hand. Also identify the main challenges for
this session. This is an opportunity for you to provide ‘teaching notes.’ To think about how class
participants may respond to the class session and how you might respond to class participants’
questions.
D. Resources used: What do you need to bring with you to teach this class? List them here
so that when you teach the class you will be able to look in one place to find out what you need to
bring with you. (Please also submit any supplemental materials, charts, diagrams, etc. that would
accompany your curriculum).
Important Notes: Option 1 tends toward the practical and useable. (It is certainly hoped that his
curriculum will actually be used). Although practical, it must still demonstrate theological acumen, thus
demonstrating your competence in a graduate level course on a “theology of poverty.” Furthermore,
while this assignment only requires an “outline,” it should still demonstrate thorough knowledge of the
topic. An outline may seem like an easier assignment when actually it could be much more difficult
than another option.
Optional Curriculum Design Session: For students choosing this option, the instructor will hold a lunch
time seminar on curriculum design. While not required all students choosing Option 1 are strongly
urged to attend this seminar.

Option 2: Write a paper on theology and poverty.
Write a paper on some aspect of poverty, either domestic or international, and a theological response.
The paper should draw upon and integrate course materials, readings and your research into a
coherent and interesting project or paper. The paper should address the following
-

The nature and magnitude of the issue, and its relationship to poverty, including statistics,
analysis, and personal anecdotes

-

A geographical location where this issue is a significant concern

-

A Biblical and theological response to the issue

-

A practical response on the part of persons concerned about the issue

Possible Topics: Here are some topics for your consideration. You are not required to do them; they
are included here just to provide some directions for your own decision on what to research



Critique a Christian (or other religious) response to a poverty-related issue in your local or the
global context (e.g. homelessness, environmental racism, water issues, etc.)
Research local programs, practices or mores with respect to poverty and comment
theologically.
Research the history and approaches to poverty of a Christian organization or denomination,
and provide an analysis and evaluation of that response
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Choose a issue that is related to poverty (AIDS, housing, hunger, etc), and provide a
theological response to the issue

Option 3: Creative Response to Poverty
The purpose of this assignment would be to develop an artistic response to the problems of poverty in
a particular community or area of the world. The project should focus on a particular manifestation or
consequence of poverty. In this project, the student should not only describe the nature of the issue
and its relationship to poverty, but also offer a theological and practical response to the issue. In
addition to the artistic product, the student should submit a brief (3-5 page) paper explaining the
parameters of the project, and the intent behind the artistic product. The artistic piece should address
the following concerns
-

The nature and magnitude of the issue, and its relationship to poverty, including statistics,
analysis, and personal anecdotes

-

A geographical location where this issue is a significant concern

-

A Biblical and theological response to the issue

-

A practical response on the part of persons concerned about the issue

-

A bibliography of at least 8 sources beyond assigned readings for the course. Course
readings may also be included.

Rubrics and Samples for all three options are provided at the end of this syllabus and on the
Blackboard site.

Weekly Readings and Assignments – INST 662 – Fall 2010
Week

Date

1
2

8/26
9/2

3

9/9

4

9/16

5

9/23

6

9/30

7

10/7

8

10/14

9

10/21

10

10/28

Topic

Reading
WHO ARE THE POOR? WHAT IS POVERTY?
Introductions
None
Pedagogy of the Oppressed- Freire
Pedagogy of
the Oppressed
Views of
“A Deeper Look at Poverty” –Ostwald
God of the Empty Handed, ch. 1-5 Poverty
Christian
When Helping Hurts (pp. Preface to ch. 3)
Views of
Poverty
World Bank Poverty Net Website
(Choose a country to study)
We Drink From Our Own Wells -Gutierrez
Spirituality &
Poverty
“What Kind of Community are You In? –
Fieldwork – No
Sahlin
class
“Doing Street Theology” - Boyd
Experience of
Poverty
WHAT IS THEOLOGY?
Thinking
“Thinking Theologically” – Williams
Theologically
“Intro to Liberation Theology” –Pravera
“God and the Poor” –Sider
“The Political Dimension of Biblical
Hermeneutics” –Pixley
“The Economic Dimension of Biblical
Hermeneutics” - Bonino
Jesus & the Disinherited – Thurman
Jesus and the
Globalization, Spirituality & Justice, ch. 1-3
Poor
- Groody
Historic
Christian
Responses to
Poverty

Contemporary
Christian &
Other Religious
Responses

Globalization, Spirituality & Justice, ch. 4Groody
“The Danger of Riches” – Wesley
(http://new.gbgmumc.org/umhistory/wesley/sermons/87/)
“Are You Oxfam with Hymns” –Taylor
“The Liturgy after the Liturgy” – Lindberg
“The Anabaptist Vision and Social Justice” Driver
Globalization, Spirituality & Justice, 5-7
When Helping Hurts ch. 4-9
“Poverty, the Poor, and the Option for the
Poor” – Tamez
“Suffering, Hope and Forgiveness: The
Ubuntu Theology of Desmond Tutu”

Assignments Due

Reading Reflection
Reading Reflection
Case Study
Reading Reflection

Reading Reflection

Community Observation
Reading Reflection

Reading Reflection

Nation/Community
Theological Response
Reading Reflection

Group Seminar Proposal
due
Reading Reflection

WHAT IS A THEOLOGY OF POVERTY? WHAT IS GOD’S WORD TO, FOR, & FROM THE POOR?
God the Empty Handed, ch. 6-11 Project Proposal due
11
11/4 Poverty,
Christian
Women and
“The Impact of Globalization on the Poor” – Reading Reflection
Power
Padilla
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12

11/11

Student Led
Seminars

13

11/18

Student Led
Seminars
The
Environment &
Poverty

14

11/25
12/2
12/7

Putting it all
Together

Articles on Women in Poverty from PRISM
March/April 2010
To be determined

Group Projects

To be determined

Reading Reflection
Group Projects

“Environment, Poverty & Justice” –
Gnankan

Reading Reflection

“Socioeconomic Status and Health” –
Evans/Kantrowitz
Thanksgiving Holiday – No Class
Mountains Beyond Mountains - Kidder

Reading Reflection
Integrative Project due

NOTE: All Assignments are subject to change by agreement of the students and professor.

RUBRICS
Class Participation Rubric
(Grade will involved a combination of these factors)

Preparation
(Reading
Reflection

Quality

Contribution

Frequency

A (23-25)
Student shares
significant
insights gained
thru reflection
upon assigned
readings.
Questions or
topics for
discussion are
shared
Student
comments in
class show
evidence of
thought and
integration of
course concepts
Comments add
to the overall
quality of the
classroom
learning
Student
participates
freely and listens
in large and
small group
discussions

B (20-22 pts)
Student
reflection
indicates
awareness of
assigned
material and that
he/she will come
to class having
understood most
of assigned
readings
Student
comments in
class show
evidence of
understanding of
course concepts

C (17-19 pts)
No reading
reflection
submitted but
student comes to
class having
some awareness
of reading
assignments

F (under 17)
Student shows
no indication of
having read any
of the assigned
readings

Student
comments in
class shows
superficial
understanding of
course concepts

Comments
reinforce learning
that has already
been gained

Comments echo
comments made
by others

Student
comments in
class don’t
contribute to the
overall
understanding of
the course
concepts
Comments add
little to nothing to
overall
understanding

Student
participates
minimally and
listens in large
and small group
discussions

Student
participates in
small group
discussions
;Student mostly
listens

Student does not
speak up
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Poverty Case Study Rubric -100 points
Identification of poverty
(20 points)

Description of facts

A
Clear identification &
description the experience
illustrated by the case
related to an encounter
with people and issues
related to poverty
All key players and their
roles fully explained

(50 points)
Author’s place and role in
the case clearly identified
and explained
Significant events and
actions related to poverty
fully explained

Questions or issues
raised by the case
(20 points)

Questions/Issues clearly
articulated in concise
fashion that lead into a
meaningful discussion

Writing and
Organization
(10 points)

The paper must
demonstrate the qualities
of an “A” paper including

B
General identification of
the experience raised by
the case without full
description

C
Vague identification of
the experience raised by
the case

All key players and their
roles sufficiently
explained

Key players and their
roles identified without a
lot of detail

Author’s place and role in
the case adequately
identified and explained

Author’s place & role
identified

Significant events and
actions related to poverty
sufficiently explained

Questions and issues
described but not in a
clear or concise way,
starting a class
discussion
The paper must
demonstrate the qualities
of a “B” paper including…

Events relating to poverty
identified, but other
extraneous facts create
some confusion

Questions and issues
partially explained
leading to lack of clarity
for class discussion
The paper must
demonstrate the qualities
of a “C” paper including…

(Overall grade will be
affected by the quality of
writing displayed
throughout the paper.
Writing will not be given a
specific point total, but will
influence the final point
total given to the paper)
Key Elements:
What is this case about? What is the issue related to poverty being described in this case?
Clear description of the facts in the case
- key players and their roles, including identification of author’s place and role.
- significant events or actions contributing to the problem

Community Observation Rubric – 100 points
A

B

Community
identification
(10 points)

Community clearly
identified by
streets or other
landmarks

Community
Description
(40 points)

Concise, detailed
descriptions of all
aspects of
community life
including people,
events, physical
structures, stores
artifacts, etc
Census data
pertaining to
poverty-related
data concisely and
clearly
summarized
Reflection relates
student
observations to a
conception of
poverty ; reflection
shows evidence of
broadening
perspective
Writing shows
evidence of an “A”
level of writing

Community
identified by
neighborhood, but
not locational
markers
Concise, detailed
descriptions of
most aspects of
community life
including people,
events, physical
structures,
artifacts, etc
Census data
pertaining to
poverty-related
data presented but
not summarized

Census Data
(30 points)

Reflection &
Evaluation
(20 points)

Writing

Reflection relates
student
observations to a
conception of
poverty without
necessarily
broadening
perspective
Writing shows
evidence of a “B”
level of writing

C

F

Community
identified by
section of the city

Community not
clearly identified

Descriptions of
some aspects of
community life
including people,
events, physical
structures,
artifacts, etc

Generic
descriptions of
community life
without clear
reference to a
particular
community

Census data
presented, but not
clearly related to
poverty related
issues

Census data not
clearly related to
the community

Reflection
demonstrates a
general conception
of poverty based
somewhat on
student
observation

Reflection shows
no evidence of
integrating
student’s concept
of poverty with the
observation

Writing shows
evidence of a “C”
level of writing

Writing shows
evidence of a “D”
level of writing
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Community Exegesis Paper - 100 points
Community
Observation
Attached
(20 points)
Social and
Cultural Analysis
(30 points)

Biblical Links
(40 points)

Action
(10 points)

Writing

A
Community
Observation paper
incorporated all of
instructor feedback
Identification of at
least three cultural
themes and/or
community issues
identified,
described and tied
to community
observation

Identification of at
least two specific
theological themes
or Biblical
concepts related to
the observation
and analysis
above
Description of two
proposed actions a
church or faith
group could take
based on the
above analysis
Must reflect the
requirements for
an “A” paper

B
Community
Observation paper
incorporates some
of instructor
feedback
Identification of at
least two cultural
themes and/or
community issues
identified,
described and tied
to community
observation

C
Community
Observation paper
attached without
incorporating
feedback
Identification of at
least one cultural
themes and/or
community issues
identified,
described and tied
to community
observation

OR

OR

F
No Community
observation paper
attached

Absence of
identification or
discussion of
cultural themes
and/or community
issues

Issues/themes
only identified
without full
description or tied
to community
observation
Identification of at
least one specific
theological theme
or Biblical concept
related to the
observation and
analysis above

Issues identified
but not described
or tied to
observation

Identification of at
least one general
theological theme
or Biblical concept
related to the
observation and
analysis above

No Biblical
concepts or
theological themes
identified

Description of one
proposed action a
church or faith
group could take
based on the
above analysis
Must reflect the
writing
requirements of a
“B” paper

Description of
general actions a
church or faith
group could take
based on the
above analysis
Must reflect the
writing
requirements of a
“C” paper

No discussion of
action to be taken

Paper fails to meet
minimum
standards for
graduate level
writing.

Student Presentations Rubric (150 points)
Content Related to
Poverty

A
Thesis and
supporting points
clearly articulated

C
Thesis and
supporting points
articulated but not
clearly

F
Thesis and
supporting
points not
articulated

Topic is generally
and partially
explained;

Topic
unclearly
explained;

Relationship to
poverty
adequately
articulated;

Relationship to
poverty generally
articulated;

Relationship
to poverty not
clearly
articulated

Supporting data
and illustrations
adequately
supports major
points and overall
thesis

Supporting data
and illustrations
generally
supports major
points and overall
thesis

Sufficient,
appropriate
Biblical and
theological
concepts
provided & clearly
related to the
topic above;

Adequate related
Biblical and
theological
concepts
provided &
generally related
to the topic
above;

Insufficient
Biblical and
theological
concepts
provided &
generally related
to the topic
above;

Theology takes in
systemic as well
as personal
issues related to
the topic
Specific and
concrete
actions/solutions
proposed to
address all major
issues raised

Theology takes in
some issues
related to the
topic

Theology seems
forced and/or
irrelevant to the
topic

General
actions/solutions
proposed to
address all major
issues raised

General
actions/solutions
proposed to
address some of
the major issues
raised

50 points
Topic is clearly
and fully
explained;
Relationship to
poverty clearly
articulated;
Supporting data
and illustrations
clearly supports
major points and
overall thesis

Theological
Analysis

25 points

Actions/Solutions
25 points

Proposed
actions/solutions
are fully
incorporate both
the content
presented and
theological
analysis

B
Thesis and
supporting points
adequately
articulated
Topic is
adequately and
mostly explained;

Proposed
actions/solutions
are partially
incorporate both
the content
presented and
theological
analysis

Proposed
actions/solutions
do not appear
clearly related to
either the content
presented or
theological
analysis

Supporting
data and
illustrations
unconnected
to major
points and
overall thesis
Little or no
theological
analysis
provided
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Discussion
20 points

Discussion
questions build
on presentation
drawing class into
further analysis of
issues raised
Questions move
beyond recall and
information to
action and
application

Quality of
Presentation
25 points

Speakers reflect
a clear and
sufficient
knowledge of
topic
Supporting media
points to, but
does become the
presentation
Segments of
presentation flow
seamlessly and
without
interruption

Supporting Articles
5 points

Overall
presentation
appears well
organized and
various segments
fully integrated
with each other
Articles provided
ahead of
presentation and
integrated into
presentation
and/or the
discussion

Discussion
questions are
related to the
presentation and
engage class into
some analysis of
issues raised

Discussion
questions
rehearse
presentation
without much
focus on further
analysis

Questions
primarily focus on
recall and
information

Questions tend to
be closed and do
not generate
much discussion

Speakers reflect
a adequate and
limited knowledge
of topic

Speakers appear
unprepared to
deliver the
knowledge of
topic

Supporting media
overly wordy
Segments of
presentation flow
with small
interruptions

Overall
presentation
appears mostly
organized and
various segments
connected to
each other

Articles provided
and referenced
but not
significantly used
in the
presentation
and/or the
discussion

Supporting media
the basis of the
presentation

Discussion
questions
appear
haphazard
and not clearly
thought out

Presentation
is poorly
organized,
lacks focus
and comes
across as
unprofessional
in every way

Frequent
interruptions
between
segments of the
presentation

Overall
presentation
lacks clear
organization and
various segments
appear disjointed
Articles provided
but not used in
the in
presentation
and/or the
discussion

Articles not
provided
ahead of
presentation

Integrative Project – Option #1 – Training/Seminar
A
Content/Topic
125 points (50%)

Issue chosen is
focused and clearly
articulated
Fully developed
thesis with
supporting evidence
for all major aspects
of thesis
Ample evidence of
creative and critical
thought in analysis
of issue
Arguments/Main
points fully
supported by
current and reliable
research
Student’s position
on the issue is
clearly stated

Theological
Analysis
75 points (30%)

Clear evidence of
integration of
Biblical and
theological concepts
with the topic and
thesis
Clear evidence that
student has drawn
on recent
theological
reflection related to
the issue

Format A:
Seminar/Training
session

Five Sessions with
clear theme for
each session

B
Issue chosen is
focused and
adequately
articulated
Thesis is developed
with ample evidence
for supporting major
aspects of that
thesis
Some evidence of
creative and critical
thought in the
analysis of issue
Arguments/Main
points adequately
supported by
current and reliable
research
Student’s position
on the issue implied
but not stated
Some evidence of
integration of
Biblical and
theological concepts
with the topic and
thesis; mostly
Biblical verses
without
interpretation
Some evidence
that student has
drawn on recent
theological
reflection related to
the issue

Five Sessions with
general theme for
each session

C

F

Issue is clear but
not fully articulated

Issue chosen is not
articulated

Thesis is not fully
developed and
supported
throughout the
paper

Thesis neither
developed or
supported

Little evidence of
creative or critical
thought

No evidence of
creative or critical
Thought

Arguments
supported by dated
research that does
not reflect current
thinking

Arguments solely
supported by
personal opinion
rather than research

Student’s position
on the issue not
stated
Minimal evidence
of integration of
Biblical and
theological concepts
with the topic and
thesis

No evidence of
integration of
Biblical and
theological concepts
with the topic and
thesis

Minimal evidence
that student has
drawn on recent
theological
reflection related to
the issue

No evidence that
student has drawn
on recent
theological
reflection related to
the issue

3-4 Sessions with
general theme for
each session

Less than 3
sessions with clear
theme for each
sessions
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25 points (10%)

Bibliography
25 points (10%)
Writing

Clearly stated
session goal (s)

Generally stated
session goal (s)

Unclearly stated
session goal (s)

Fully outlined
session plans with
exercises explained
(i.e. someone else
could step in and
follow your plan)

Generally outlined
session plans with
exercises explained

Partially outlined
session plans with
exercises explained

List of necessary
resources and
explanation of they
will be used

Full List of
necessary
resources

Partial List of
necessary
resources

Audience clearly
identified and
described
Use of at least 8
sources beyond
assigned readings
for the course
Must reflect the
requirements for an
“A” paper

Audience clearly
identified but not
described
Use of at least 5-7
sources beyond
assigned readings
for the course
Must reflect the
writing requirements
of a “B” paper

No stated session
goal(s)
No outlined session
plans with exercises
explained

No List of necessary
resources
No Audience
identified

Audience identified

Use of at least 3-4
sources beyond
assigned readings
for the course
Must reflect the
writing requirements
of a “C” paper

No sources beyond
assigned readings
for the course
Paper fails to meet
minimum standards
for graduate level
writing.

Integrative Project – Option #2 – Research Paper
Content/Topic
125 points (50%)

A
Issue chosen is
focused and clearly
articulated
Fully developed
thesis with
supporting evidence
for all major aspects
of thesis
Ample evidence of
creative and critical
thought in analysis
of issue
Arguments/Main
points fully
supported by
current and reliable
research
Student’s position
on the issue is
clearly stated

Theological
Analysis
75 points (30%)

Clear evidence of
integration of
Biblical and
theological concepts
with the topic and
thesis
Clear evidence that
student has drawn
on recent
theological
reflection related to
the issue

Research Paper
25 points (10%)

Proper use of
citations and
Resources in APA
style – No errors

B
Issue chosen is
focused and
adequately
articulated
Thesis is developed
with ample evidence
for supporting major
aspects of that
thesis
Some evidence of
creative and critical
thought in the
analysis of issue
Arguments/Main
points adequately
supported by
current and reliable
research
Student’s position
on the issue implied
but not stated
Some evidence of
integration of
Biblical and
theological concepts
with the topic and
thesis; mostly
Biblical verses
without
interpretation
Some evidence
that student has
drawn on recent
theological
reflection related to
the issue

Proper use of
citations and
Resources in APA
style – Minimal
errors

C
Issue is clear but
not fully articulated

F
Issue chosen is not
articulated

Thesis is not fully
developed and
supported
throughout the
paper

Thesis neither
developed or
supported

Little evidence of
creative or critical
thought

No evidence of
creative or critical
Thought

Arguments
supported by dated
research that does
not reflect current
thinking

Arguments solely
supported by
personal opinion
rather than research

Student’s position
on the issue not
stated
Minimal evidence
of integration of
Biblical and
theological concepts
with the topic and
thesis

No evidence of
integration of
Biblical and
theological concepts
with the topic and
thesis

Minimal evidence
that student has
drawn on recent
theological
reflection related to
the issue

No evidence that
student has drawn
on recent
theological
reflection related to
the issue

Use of citations and
resources
approximating APA
style – Some major
errors

No citations or
Bibliography
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Bibliography
25 points (10%)
Writing

Creative
organization and
presentation of
topic; Worthy of
publication

Paper is well
organized but
lacking creativity

Paper has some
organizational
confusion, but main
points are still clear

Major organizational
errors

Practical application
of research clearly
and fully articulated

Some practical
application of
research articulated

Minimal application
of research
articulated

No application of
research

Use of at least 8
sources beyond
assigned readings
for the course
Must reflect the
requirements for an
“A” paper

Use of at least 5-7
sources beyond
assigned readings
for the course
Must reflect the
writing requirements
of a “B” paper

Use of at least 3-4
sources beyond
assigned readings
for the course
Must reflect the
writing requirements
of a “C” paper

No sources beyond
assigned readings
for the course
Paper fails to meet
minimum standards
for graduate level
writing.

Integrative Project – Option #3 – Creative Option
Content/Topic
125 points (50%)

A
Issue chosen is
focused and clearly
articulated
Fully developed
thesis with
supporting evidence
for all major aspects
of thesis
Ample evidence of
creative and critical
thought in analysis
of issue
Arguments/Main
points fully
supported by
current and reliable
research
Student’s position
on the issue is
clearly stated

Theological
Analysis
75 points (30%)

Clear evidence of
integration of
Biblical and
theological concepts
with the topic and
thesis
Clear evidence that
student has drawn
on recent
theological
reflection related to
the issue

Creative
Expression

Professional level
quality of
presentation

25 points (10%)
Presentation both

B
Issue chosen is
focused and
adequately
articulated
Thesis is developed
with ample evidence
for supporting major
aspects of that
thesis
Some evidence of
creative and critical
thought in the
analysis of issue
Arguments/Main
points adequately
supported by
current and reliable
research
Student’s position
on the issue implied
but not stated
Some evidence of
integration of
Biblical and
theological concepts
with the topic and
thesis; mostly
Biblical verses
without
interpretation
Some evidence
that student has
drawn on recent
theological
reflection related to
the issue

Good level quality
of presentation
Presentation
informs but does not

C
Issue is clear but
not fully articulated

F
Issue chosen is not
articulated

Thesis is not fully
developed and
supported
throughout the
paper

Thesis neither
developed or
supported

Little evidence of
creative or critical
thought

No evidence of
creative or critical
Thought

Arguments
supported by dated
research that does
not reflect current
thinking

Arguments solely
supported by
personal opinion
rather than research

Student’s position
on the issue not
stated
Minimal evidence
of integration of
Biblical and
theological concepts
with the topic and
thesis

No evidence of
integration of
Biblical and
theological concepts
with the topic and
thesis

Minimal evidence
that student has
drawn on recent
theological
reflection related to
the issue

No evidence that
student has drawn
on recent
theological
reflection related to
the issue

Substandard level
quality of
presentation

Little evidence of
work put into
presentation

Presentation

Presentation is
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informs and inspires
– (“Wow!)

inspire (“Hmmgood!)

provides some
information (“Okay”)

difficult to view
(“Ouch”)

3-5 page written
explanation of the
choice of
presentation,
intended usage, and
use beyond the
classroom

2 page written
explanation of the
choice of
presentation,
intended usage, and
use beyond the
classroom

1 page written
explanation of the
choice of
presentation,
intended usage, and
use beyond the
classroom

No explanation of
the choice of
presentation,
intended usage, and
use beyond the
classroom

Use of at least 5-7
sources beyond
assigned readings
for the course
Must reflect the
writing requirements
of a “B” paper

Use of at least 3-4
sources beyond
assigned readings
for the course
Must reflect the
writing requirements
of a “C” paper

No sources beyond
assigned readings
for the course

Other factors as
agreed upon with
instructor

Bibliography
25 points (10%)
Writing

Use of at least 8
sources beyond
assigned readings
for the course
Must reflect the
requirements for an
“A” paper

Paper fails to meet
minimum standards
for graduate level
writing.

